FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Renée Wunderlich
April 30, 2026 Director of Public Information

SLED CHARGES FORMER CHESTERFIELD COUNTY DEPUTY
AND THREE OTHER MEN AS PART OF DOGFIGHTING INVESTIGATION

The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) charged former Chesterfield
County Sheriff’s Deputy Lonnie Shane Gaskins, 27, with eight counts of Animal Fighting or
Baiting, 11l Treatment of Animals, and Criminal Conspiracy on Tuesday, April 28, 2026.

SLED also charged Terry James Gaskins, 49, with 23 counts of Animal Fighting or Baiting,
as well as Criminal Conspiracy, Il Treatment of Animals, Possession of a Firearm or
Ammunition by a Person Convicted of Possession with Intent to Distribute, Manufacture,
or, Traffick a Controlled Substance, and Possession of Marijuana with Intent to Distribute —

1St Offense.

Shamar O’Ryan Sutton, 31, and Chris Hale Gaskins, 27, were both charged with
Criminal Conspiracy on Tuesday, April 28, 2026.

Details can be found in the attached warrants.

Shamar O’Ryan Sutton, Terry James Gaskins, and Chris Hale Gaskins were booked into
the Chesterfield Detention Center. Lonnie Shane Gaskins was booked into the Sumter-Lee
Regional Detention Center.

The case will be prosecuted by the 41 Circuit Solicitor’s Office.

SLED was assisted by the Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office. Humane World for Animals
also assisted in the rescue of 34 dogs.

This is an active and ongoing investigation. Anyone with information on this matter can contact
SLED at (866) 472-8477 and/or email tips@sled.sc.gov.

HEH

SLED news releases are published on SLED’s website: www.sled.sc.gov
For media inquiries, please email SLED’s Public Information Office: pio@sled.sc.gov



http://www.sled.sc.gov/
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ARREST WARRANT STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

) ORIGINAL
County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT
2026A13101 00402 Chesterfield ) ,
~ 0
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Personally appeared before me the affiant Tammara R Frost "
, M lity of v oy “ .
County! [:] sl b being duly swom deposes and says that defendant Lonnie Shane Gaskins — e
0 e
Chesterfield did within this county and state on or about 4/ 312026 vioime e cominl laws
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/ I::] Municipality of Chesterfield )
THE STATE 2026-00573 in the following particulars
against - . .
Lonnie Shane Gaskins ’ DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Conspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law conspiracy defined
< ad

Jefferson, SC 29718-

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit

Phone SSN the cnme set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts
5 : s i ‘
Sex M~ Rece B Heght 5 8 Weiht 240 On 4/03/26, the Defendant, Lonnie “Shane™ GASKINS, knowingly committed the offense of Criminal Conspiracy at ‘
DL State DL# Chesterfield County, SC. GASKINS was observed through surveillance walking the property with a clear unobstructed view
DOB 1998 Agency ORI#. SCLED0000 ot the surrounding dogs and the chronic living conditions that were readily apparent to have been substandard to what statute
Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division requires. GASKINS was observed through surveillance breeding to preparate the “Kennels” operated by GASKINS and hns
Prosecuting Officer Tammara R Frost - S00732 co-conspirator rather than correct the suffering of the animals. Therefore, agreeing to the accepted level of care for the animals, thus
Offense: Conspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law through acts of omission continuing the cause of pain & suffering of the animals. The above is believed to be true based on the
conspiracy defined mnvestigation of SLED & violates S.C. Code of Laws section 16-17-410.
Offense Code 0049 _—
Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-17-0410 e A \Q\'\\N\N\O{m J‘\M
This warrant s CERTIFIED  FOR  SERVICE in  the
P Ssicialy o STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) . PO Box 51998
l:] ounty D unicipa E] County! D Muricipiity of ) Affiant's Address - O. Box 213
The accused ) Columbia, SC 29221-
IS 1o be amested and brought before me to be Chesterfield Affiant's Telephone
dealt with according to the law
e ARREST WARRANT
Sqnature of Judge
Date

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are

reasonable grounds to believe that
RETURN . .
2 i t s on orabout 4/3/2026 defendant  Lonnie Shane Gaskins
n Y
Sl . . “:ana o did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
defendant [/ nawie bhaae GoMi-s K] Countyy  [] Municpaityof  Chesterfield ) as set forth below.
- q[ A2 70 ) o : -
T DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Conspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law conspiracy defined
P
Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
Sonsioyar ble/Law Enforcement Offcer— her before me forthwith 1o be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
( p) soon thereafter as is practicable
Sworn to and subscribed before me )
RETURN WARRANT TO, —— l' on 4/27/2026 )
em> ~11EVL )

Chesterfield Judge'sAddress  Central Traffic Court

200 West Main St. s ) Chesterfield, SC 29709-

Chesterfield, SC 29709 ) Judge’s Telephone  (843)623-343 |

2 g ) Issuing Count Magistrate I:] Municipal D Circuit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORICINAI














































































ARREST WARRANT

2026A1310100413

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

County/ [ Municipality of

Chesterfield
THE STATE
against
Terry James Gaskins
Address:

Jefferson, SC 29718-

Phone: SSN_:

Sex M Race: B Height 5 7 Weight: 200

te:

DL Sta DL# -
DOB: -1977 Agency ORI#  SCLEDO0000

Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer.  Thomas J Knapp - S00734

Offense: Firearms / Poss. of firearm or ammunition by

person convicted of PWID, manufacturing, distr.,

Form Approved by

BIAIEOr SOUTH CAROLINA ) AUDIT COPY 5 aterney conens
K] County  [] Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT Socnste
Chesterfield

Personally appeared before me the afiant Thomas J Knapp who
being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant Tcrry James Gaskins

did within this county and state on orabout 4/28/2026 violate the cnminal laws of the
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/ D Municipality of Chesterfield )

in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Firearms / Poss. of firearm or ammunition by person convicted of PWID, manufacturing, distr., or
trafficking controlled substance

| further state that there is probable cause to beleve that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

ril 28, 2026, agents with the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) executed a search warrant at
Jefferson, South Carolina. The aforementioned address is located within Chesterfield County. Agents located a Ruger SR1911
with serial number 671-75039 during the search of 13750 Angelus Road. The defendant was the only occupant ath
Jefferson, South Carolina, during the execution of the search warrant. The defendant’s criminal history states that the
clendant is prohibited from possessing firearms. The defendant’s criminal history shows a conviction for PWID in 2006. Based on
the above facts, there is probable cause to believe that the defendant did commit the crime of felony possession of a firearm

(44-53-379).

Offense Code: 4088
Code/Ordi . 44-53-
rdinance Sec: 53-0379(A) Signature of Afiant /)
Thiswarrant 1s CERTIFIED FOR _SERVICE  in the LY
e STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
County/ Municipality of
] Ayl 7] pality K] Count [] Municpaity o ) Affiants Address  P. O. Bpx 21398
The accused ) Columbia, SC 29221-
i[s to be amested and brought before me to be Chesterfield Affiant's Telephone
dealt with according to the law.
L.S.
=) ARREST WARRANT
Signature of Judge
Date: TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
RETURN
on orabout 4/28/2026 i
A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered to R = - gefendant’ (s Terty James Gashins
et -T L did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
ey AL 1nS County/ Municipality of Chesterfield ) as set forth below:
e e - K O] |
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Firearms / Poss. of firearm or ammunition by person convicted of PWID, manufacturing, distr., or
traffickine contralled suhstance
Having found probable cause and the above affiant having swomn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
Tonatare of Cons 2w Enforcement Oflicer her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable
e m— Sworn to and subscribed before me )
RETU % on 4/28/2026=— )
General Sessions - Judge'sAddress 115 Green Street
200 West Main Ls) ) Chesterfield, SC 29709-
P O Box 529 ) Judge's Telephone  (843)623-9009
Chesterfield, SC 29709 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY



ARREST WARRANT

2026A1310100414

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

County/ D Municipality of

Chesterfield

THE STATE
against

Terry James Gaskins

Jefferson, SC 29718-
Phone: SS|
Sexx: M Race: B Height: § 7 Weight: 200

DL State: DL#
DOB: - 1977 Agency ORI# SCLEDO0000

Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer: Thomas J Knapp - S00734

Offense: Drugs / Manuf., poss. of other sub. in Sch. I, II, III
or flunitrazepam or analogue, w.i.t.d. - st offense

|

Form Approved by
§.C. Attormey General
April 21, 2003
SCCAS18

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AUDIT COPY

)
@ County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT
Chesterfield )

Personally appeared before me the affiant

Thomas J Knapp who

being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant Terry James Gaskins
did within this county and state on orabout 4/28/2026
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/

in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Drygs / Manuf., poss. of other sub. in Sch. L, II, IIT or flunitrazepam or analogue, w.i.t.d. - Ist offense

violate the criminal laws of the

Chesterfield )

D Municipality of

named above did commit

| futher state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:
On April 28, 2026, agents with the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) executed a search warrant al_
JTefferson, South Carolina. The aforementioned address is located within Chesterfield County. Age imately
575 grams of a green leafy substance consistent with marijuana. The defendant was the only occupant at
Jefferson, South Carolina, during the execution of the search warrant. Based on affiant's training and experience that the green leafy
substance was determined to be marijuana. Based on the above facts, there is probable cause to believe the defendant did commit
the crime of PWID marijuana (44-53-730)(b)(2)-

Offense Code: 0186
Code/Ordinance Sec: 44-53-0370(b)(2) .
Signature of Affiant
This warrant 15 CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE in_the -
o STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
D County/ I:] Municipality of K] County! l:] Municipality of ; Affiant's Address ~ P. O. Box 21398
The accused Columbia, SC 29221-
is to be amested and brought before me to be Chesterfield ) Affiant's Telephone
dealt with according to the law.
S.
o) ARREST WARRANT
Signature of Judge
Date: TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
RETURN
4/28/2 .
A copy of this amest warrant was delivered to o.n gLl 2Bia020 defondant _ Terry James Gaskins
ity . did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
r#i £ /M)L&\S County/ Municipality of Chesterfield ) as set forth below:
on q _18 AR nu E D
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Drugs / Manuf., poss. of other sub. in Sch. I, 11, III or flunitrazepam or analogue, w.i.t.d. - 1st offense
%’ Having found probable cause and the above afﬂant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
Tanature of Constable/Law Enforcement OMcer her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable )
Sworn to and subscribed before me
TURN WARRANT TO:
RE : on 4/28/2026 )
General Sessions Judge's Address 115 Green Street
200 West Main Ls) ) Chesterfield, SC 29709-
P O Box 529 Tohn A Dad Judge's Telephone  (843)623-9009
Chesterfield, SC 29709 ) ) ;
Judge Code: 7227 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY AUDIT COPY



ARREST WARRANT

2026A1310100405

. STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
County/
y D Municipality of

Chesterfield

THE STATE
against

2026-00573

Shamar O'Ryan Sutton
Address

Pageland, SC 29728-

Phons = .
Sex M Race: B Height § Weight 150

DL State: DL #:

DOB: 1994
Prosecuting Agency:
Prosecuting Officer

Agency ORI#  SCLEDO0000
State Law Enforcement Division
Tammara R Frost - S00732
Offense: Conspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law
conspiracy defined
Offense Code 0049
Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-17-0410

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

) ORIGINAL
Kl County/ |:] Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT
Chesterfield )
Personally appeared before me the affiant Tammara R Frost who

being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant
did within this county and state on orabout 5/7/2025

State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/
in the following particulars:

Shamar O'Ryan Sutton

violate the cnmnal laws of the

Chesterfield )

D Municipality of

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: (onspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law conspiracy defined

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did

commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

On or about 5/7/2025 and thereafter, the Defendant, Shamar SUTTON, knowingly committed the offense of Criminal Conspiracy at
Chesterfield County, SC. Through seized electronic communications by SLED, it was determined that

SUTTON routinely and actively participated in the promotion of multiple dogfighting ventures believed to be operated by his

co-conspirators. SUTTON also being observed engaging in the exchange of fighting dog pedigrees and the coordination of

maintaining dogs owned for fighting. The above is believed to be true based on the investigation of SLED & violates S.C. Code of
Laws section 16-17-410.

Signature of Affiant \ON\NWN\()\ 41/\(\ /{/‘

This warrant 1s

D County/

Is to be

CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE in the
D Municipality of
The accused

arrested and brought before me

dealt with according to the law

to be

(L.S.)

Signature of Judge

Date

RETURN
A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered to

defendant 5Y\Qmar %umN
- - K1,
N

S:g"‘ura o?),unlenfmumen( Officer

a—

RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions
200 West Main
P O Box 529
Chesterfield, SC 29709

P

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
: Affiant's Address ~ P. O. Box 21398
C ty/ M lity of
] Gountr ] Mumicpalty ; Columbia, SC 29231-
Chesterfield Affiant's Telephone
ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that

on orabout 5/7/2025 defendant  Shamar O'Ryan Sutton

did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of

@ County/ [:l Municipality of Chesterfield

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Conspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law conspiracy defined

) as set forth below

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or

her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution. or as
soon thereafter as is practicable

Sworn to and subscribed before me )
Central Traffic Court

on 4/27/2026 )
Judge's Address
- & et ) Chesterfield, SC 29709-
1alys uing Judge Judge's Telephone  (843)623-3431
Jeremy Kci ) (& 7. )623-343
Judge Code 7568 ) Issuing Court (\] Magistrate

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

L Municipal

ORIGINAL

E Circuit

ORIGINAL








